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Course syllabus 

Självständigt arbete, dirigering och komposition 

Independent Project, Conducting and Composition  

 

 

Course code: DG8100 

Main field of study: Music 

Education level: First cycle 

Valid from: Autumn semester 2021 

Approved by: UFN 2020:7 

Credits: 15 

Group of subjects: MU1 

In-depth level of the course: G2E 

Revisions: Revised by UFN 2022:6. 

The amendment applies as from 

autumn semester 2022.  

 

Examination and examination codes 

• Presentation A, Methodology and Seminar Series, 5 credits (2201) 

• Presentation B, Independent Project, 10 credits (2202) 

 

Objective 

The objective of the independent project is, through advanced artistic study and 

development of an artistic profile, to provide the student with the tools to 

develop an independent professional career as a musician in their area of 

specialization, on a high artistic level. The independent project should display 

the competency in conducting or specialization that the student has attained 

during the course of the program. The independent project is based on a 

research question selected by the student and has two parts: an artistic 

production and a written reflection. 

The independent project is the course within the Bachelor’s Programme that 

brings together the development of musical competency with the development 

of the ability to reflect, communicate and analyze, in both an artistic and a 

reflective sense. 

Content 
The course examination consists of an artistic presentation of the independent 

project by the student in the form of a final concert, a composed piece of music 

or the equivalent, as well as a written reflection in the form of a thesis or other 

form of presentation, according to the instructions in the pertinent course guide, 

which also describes the forms under which the public presentation of the 
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independent project is to occur. The two components of the independent project 

– artistic and written – should jointly contribute to demonstrating the student’s 

competence within the main area of study. 

To support the completion of the independent project, the course includes 

seminars on theory and method as well as supervision of both the artistic project 

and the written reflection. This instruction will take different forms for different 

specializations, as described in the pertinent study guide. 

Intended learning outcomes 
On completion of the course, via both the independent project and previously 

completed courses within the programme, the student is expected in all to: 

Knowledge and understanding 

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding within their area of 

specialization, including knowledge of the special area’s practical and 

theoretical foundations, knowledge and experience of methods and 

processes, and advanced study within the area, 

Competence and skills 

• demonstrate the ability to create and realize their own musical ideas within 

their area of specialization using a developed personal style, to 

independently identify, formulate and solve artistic and performance-related 

problems, and to plan and use appropriate methods to complete advanced 

artistic assignments within specified time frames, 

• demonstrate the ability to describe, analyse and interpret form, technique 

and content and to critically reflect upon artistic approaches within the field 

of specialization, 

• demonstrate the ability – orally, in writing or in some other way – to present 

and discuss their activities and artistic questions, and 

• demonstrate the skills and knowledge to required to work independently in 

music, 

Judgement and approach 

• demonstrate the ability, within the area of specialization, to make 

judgements based on relevant artistic, societal and ethical concerns, 

• demonstrate an understanding of the role of art in society, and 

• demonstrate the ability to identify their own further knowledge needs and 

continue to develop their own competency.  
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Literature and study material 
For information, please see the study guide. 

Entry requirements 
Completed studies of at least 90 credits within one of the following 

programmes:  

• Bachelor’s Programme in Music, Conducting with a specialization in 

Choral Conducting (KKDK1) including passed courses Choral Conducting 

2b (DG8033), Four-Part Harmony 1, Conducting (DG8054) and Form 2, 

Conducting (DG8052),  

• Bachelor’s Programme in Music, Conducting with a specialization in 

Orchestral Conducting (KKDO1) including passed courses Orchestral 

Conducting 2b (DG8043), Four-Part Harmony 1, Conducting (DG8054) 

and Form 2, Conducting (DG8052),  

• Bachelor’s Programme in Music, Composition with a specialization in 

Electroacoustic Music (KKKE1) including passed courses Composition 2b, 

Electroacoustic Music (DG8023), Live Electronics Ensemble 2 (DG8071) 

and Project 4, Composition (DG8062), or 

• Bachelor’s Programme in Music, Composition with a specialization in 

Contemporary Music (KKKN2) including passed courses Composition 2b, 

Art Music (DG8013), Project 3, Composition (DG9095), Project 4, 

Composition (DG8062), Advanced Harmony (DG8093), Music Analysis 

(DG8097) and Form 2, Composition (DG8092).  

Examination 

The course is assessed by: 

• artistic performance and interpretation presentation in the form of a degree 

concert, composed piece of music or equivalent, 

• reflective work in the form of an essay or equivalent, in accordance with the 

instructions given in the study guide for respective specialization, 

• examination of another student’s independent project at public discussion.  

 

Please see the study guide for a detailed description of the examination forms 

as well as how and to what extent the learning objectives described above are to 

be examined. The study guide also describes the partial reports that 

continuously take place during the course. The partial reports can take the form 

of concerts, presentations at seminars and/or written reports.  
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In special cases, for example, illness or injury, some parts can be examined 

through a special assignment. Each case is assessed individually in consultation 

with the head teacher and therapists (if applicable). 

The examiner has the possibility to decide on adapted or alternative 

examination for students with documented disabilities.  

Grades 

Grades are given according to a criterion referenced two-point scale:  

U=Fail 

G=Pass 

Written grading criteria for this course are to be distributed at the beginning of 

the course. Criterion referenced grading criteria are binding, please see the 

study guide.  

Other information 
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